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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-04 PRS-01 USIA-15 CIAE-00 INR-IO 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SS-20 NEA-10 DRC-01 /081 W 

067723 

R 081420Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 3636 

UNCLAS TUNIS 6278 

FOR ASST SECRETARY NEWSOM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, TS 

SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY'S VISIT 

1. TUNIS DAILIES CARRY FRONTPAGE STORIES WITH PICTURES 
ON ASST SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH PM NOUIRA AND FONMIN 
MASMOUDI AND PRESS STATEMENT BY MASMOUDI FOLLOWING MEETING. 
MASMOUDI QUOTED AS FOLLOWS: "THE MEETING DEALT WITH TEH 
ISRAELI- ARAB CONFLICT. PARTICULARLY THE PALESTINIAN 
PROBLEM AND ON PRMBLEMS CONCERNING PEACE IN THE WORLD." 

"THIS MEETING HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTIVE," HE ADDED. 

2. ASST SECRETARY'S AIRPORT DEPARTURE STATEMENT ALSO 
CARRIED EXACTLY AS REPORTED IN FBIS. TEXH AS FOLLOWS: 

"I AM PLEASED WITH THE VISIT I HAVE JUST MADE TO TUNIS, 

MR. NEWSOM SAID. THIS VISIT, HE ADDED, WAS TOO SHORT, BUT 
NEVERTHELESS IT GAVE ME THE CHANCE TO MEET HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE PRIME MINISTER, THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND SEVERAL 
SENIOR TUNISIAN CIVIL SERVANTS WITH WHOM I HAD AN 
EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS ON BILATERAL TOPICS. I HAD THE 
PLEASURE OF TAKING PART LAST NIGHT IN THE BOURGUIBA- 
KISSINGER TALKS, THE U.S. ASSITANT SECRETARY OF STATE 
RECALLED. HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO ADDIS ABABA, KHARTOUM 
AND ALGIERS - IN HIS CAPACITY AS OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS - " TO EXPLAIN TO THE ETHIOPIAN, SUDANESE 
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AND ALGERIAN GOVERNMENTS THE U.S. STAND ON THE MIDDLE 
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EAST CONFLICT*. 

"ASKED ABOUT THE TUNISIAN-AMERICAN TALKS, MR. NEWSOM 
SAID THEY WERE NORMAL DIPLOMATIC TALKS WITH A FRIENDLY 
COUNTRY- WHICH DESCRIBES TUNISIA. 

"QUESTIONED ABOUT THE CHANCES OF ESTABLISHING PEACE 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE U.S. ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 
SAID HE WOULD LEAVE IT TO MR. KISSINGER TO COMMENT ON 
THIS 'VERY IMPORTANT' SITUATION." 

SEELYE 
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